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SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
 
1. Whole School Agreement 
Mt Macedon Primary School is committed to providing staff and students with the best possible information 
and communication technologies so they can access a wide range of educational resources and learning 
tools. The school aims to monitor staff and students’ acceptable usage of Social Networking sites and 
therefore uphold the school values when these tools are being used. 
 
 
2. Policy Rationale 
The Social Networking Acceptable Use Policy at Mt Macedon Primary School outlines appropriate use of the 
school’s Social Networking sites such as their Facebook page. Mt Macedon Primary School will not tolerate 
the misuse of their social networking site, such as using it as a tool for cyberbullying, and therefore outlines 
below potential sanctions and disciplinary action in response to any breach of policy. 
 

3. Policy Objectives 

The use of social networking provides an opportunity to: 

• Develop strong communication links with the school community 

• Create applications such as webpages and blogs as part of the teaching program 

• Engage and interact with peers and the wider community  

• Study social networking sites as texts in learning such as English and media studies  
 
4. Audience and applicability 
The terms and conditions contained in this policy document apply to all Mt Macedon Primary School parents, 
employees and all casual, temporary and contract staff. 
This policy should be read and interpreted in conjunction with: 
• Social Media Use in Schools 
• Public Administrations Act 2004 (Vic) and the VPS Code of Conduct made under that Act, which 
applies to the public sector; 
• Part 2.4 of the Education Training and Reform Act 2006 and any relevant Ministerial Order made 
under that Act which applies to the teaching service; 
• Information Privacy Act 2000; 
• Relevant policy including the Acceptable Use Policy for the Department’s ICT Resources and the 
Professional Codes of Conduct; such as the Victorian Teaching Profession Code of Conduct. 
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5. Responsibilities and delegations 
The principal is required to ensure this policy is understood by staff working within the school and that all 
parents receive a copy for their understanding. 
6. Monitoring, evaluation and reporting requirements 
The principal is responsible for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the policy 
 
7. Social Media Guidelines 

• Social media is a group of online applications such as social networking sites, Facebook, What’s App 

wikis, blogs, video and audio sharing sites, and message boards that allow people to easily publish, 

share and discuss content. 

• Conversations in social media are a dialogue; an opportunity to listen, share, collaborate and respond 

to our colleagues and communities. Mt Macedon Primary School recognises the importance and 

potential positives of participating in these conversations and are aware of the fact that such 

comments may be public to both parents and staff at Mt Macedon Primary School. 

• All parents will be asked to sign a Facebook User Agreement form outlining their rights and 

responsibilities when they apply to join our Facebook page 

• Facebook will be utilised only as a news dissemination tool and no conversations or direct posts will be 

responded to.  

• It is the responsibility of the staff member in charge of the account to monitor the newsfeed and if any 

inappropriate content/comments are made then that staff member is to notify the Principal once the 

comment has been removed. 

• Any account posting content/comments that are abusive or threatening will be reported to Facebook, 

blocked from the site, and in severe cases the police contacted 

• Mt Macedon Primary School’s Facebook account remains the property of the school and as such will 

only ever be utilised to publish school related content 

• No post will contain student’s full names. 

• Only students who have signed consent from their parents/guardians will be allowed to be displayed 

on Facebook or the Webpage. 


