
 

 

 

 

Mt. Macedon Primary School is proud to be an International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years Programme school. The PYP 
strives towards developing internationally-minded students who demonstrate the attributes of the Learner Profile.  

At Mt. Macedon Primary School we aim to develop positive, independent, resilient and inquiring students who are ready for 
the future. 

Mt. Macedon School Vision: 

The MMPS vision is to develop positive, independent, resilient and inquiring students who are ready for the future. 

The PYP draws upon best research and practice to create a relevant and engaging educational framework for all children. It 
is a comprehensive, transdisciplinary approach to teaching and learning with an international curriculum model that 
provides: 
• guidelines for what students should know 
• a teaching methodology 
• assessment strategies 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

IB Mission Statement 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people 
who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 
respect. 

To this end, the organisation works with schools, governments and international organisations to 
develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who 
understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

At Mt. Macedon we want to help our children develop an appreciation of diversity. We hope that through recognition of our 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, we can create a better and more peaceful world. We want our 
children to be ready for a changing world which will bring new challenges. 

The children of today not only need to have an appreciation of their own culture, but an understanding of the perspectives of 
people from other cultures, regions and nations. They will be supported in acquiring this knowledge and understanding 
through exploring other cultures, and being aware that for any question or issue, there may be many different points of view. 
By sharing experiences, students are able to explore and appreciate commonalities, differences and perspectives. 

 

 



 

 

 

At the heart of the PYP Programme is the Learner Profile. A long-term holistic vision of education that underpins the IB 

continuum of education and puts the student at the centre of everything we do. 

• Inquirers 

• Knowledgeable 

• Thinkers 

• Communicators 

• Principled 

• Open-minded 

• Caring 

• Risk-takers 

• Balanced 
• Reflective 

 
Click here for more information about the Learner Profiles (Hyperlink to next page) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INTERNATIONALLY MINDED LEARNERS   The IB Learner Profile represents 10 attributes valued by IB World Schools. 

We believe these attributes, and others like them, can help people become responsible members of local, national and 

global communities.    

BALANCED 

 They understand the importance of intellectual, physical 

and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for 

themselves and others.  

KNOWLEDGEABLE 

  They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local 

global significance. In so doing, they acquire in –depth 

knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and 

balanced range of disciplines 

 

CARING 

They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the 

needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to 

service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others 

and to the environment.   

OPEN-MINDED 

 They understand and appreciate their own cultures 

and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, 

values and traditions of other individuals and communities. 

They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating and range of 

points of view, and are willing to grow from experience.  

  



COMMUNICATOR 

They understand and express ideas and information 

confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a 

variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and 

willingly in collaboration with others. 

RISK-TAKER 

  They approach unfamiliar situation and uncertainty with 

courage and forethought, and have independence of spirit to 

explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and 

articulate in defending their beliefs. 

INQUIRER    

They Develop their natural curiosity.  They acquire the skills 

necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence 

in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will 

be sustained throughout their lives. 

PRINCIPLED 

They act with integrity and honesty with a strong sense 

of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, 

groups and communities. They take responsibility for their 

own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 
 

THINKER 

They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and 

creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make 

reasoned, ethical decisions. 

  

REFLECTIVE 

They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning 
experience. They are able to assess and understand the 

strengths and limitations in order to support their learning 
and personal development. 

 



 

Programme of Inquiry 

At the heart of the PYP Philosophy is a commitment to structured Inquiry as the leading vehicle for learning. Inquiry is the 
process initiated by the students or the teacher that moves the students from their current level of understanding to a new 
and deeper level of understanding.  

The PYP identifies a body of significant knowledge for all students in all cultures across six principle domains. These areas 

of Knowledge have significance for all students from all cultures, helping them to be fully engaged, ever curious learners for 

life. 

• Languages        

• Science and Technology 

• Mathematics   

• Social Studies 

• Arts 

• Personal, Social and Physical Education 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What do we want our children to learn? The written curriculum 
 

 
Essential elements of the written curriculum 

 

 
Knowledge 
 
 
Concepts 
 
 
Skills 
 
 
 
Attitudes 
 
 
 
Action 

 
Significant, relevant content that we wish the students to explore and know about, taking into 
consideration their prior experience and understanding 
       
Powerful ideas that have relevance within the subject areas but also transcend them and that students     
must explore and re-explore in order to develop a coherent in-depth understanding. 
 
Those capabilities that the students need to demonstrate to succeed in a changing, challenging world, 
which may be transdisciplinary in nature. 
 
 
Dispositions that are expressions of fundamental values, beleifs and feelings about learning, the 
environment and people. 
 
 
Demonstrations of deeper learning in responsible behaviour through responsible action; a manifestation in 
practice of the other elements. 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Six Transdisciplinary Themes provide the framework for Inquiry Learning  

• Who We Are  

• How the World Works 

• Sharing the Planet 

• How we Organise Ourselves   

• How we Express Ourselves 

• Where we Are in Place and Time 
 
For more information..(Hyperlink to..) 
Table with Explanations 

THE TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEMES 

The most significant and distinctive feature of the IB Primary Years Programme are the six 

transdisciplinary themes. 

These themes provide IB World Schools with the opportunity to incorporate local and global issues into the 

curriculum and effectively allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of learning within subject areas. 

 

 



 

 

The Six Transdisiplinary Themes 
 

Who We Are 
Inquiry into the nature of self, beliefs 
and values; personal, physical, mental 
social and spiritual health; human 
relationships including families, friends, 
communities, and cultures; rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to be 
human. 

Where we are in place and time 
Inquiry into orientation in place and 
time; personal histories; homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explorations 
and migrations of humankind; the 
relationship between the 
interconnectedness of individuals and 
civilisations, from local and global 
perspectives. 

How we express ourselves 
Inquiry into the ways in which we 
discover and express ideas, feelings, 
nature, culture, beliefs and values; 
the ways in which we reflect on, 
extend and enjoy our creativity; our 
appreciation of the aesthetic. 

How the world works 
Inquiry into the natural world and its 

laws; the interaction between the 
natural world (physical and biological) 

and human societies; how humans 
use their understanding of scientific 

principles; the impact of scientific and 
technological advances on society and 

the environment. 

How we organise ourselves 
Inquiry into the interconnectedness of 
human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and 
function of organisations; societal 
decision-making; economic activities 
and their impact on humankind and the 
environment. 

Sharing the planet 
Inquiry into rights and responsibilities 
in the struggle to share finite resources 
with other people and living things; 
communities and the relationship 
within and between them; access to 
equal opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution. 

 
 

  



 
Units of Inquiry 
At Mt. Macedon teachers plan units of inquiry which are significant, relevant, engaging and challenging. We help our 
children to make connections between what happens at school, in their homes and in the wider world. Learning is about 
making connections to life. We have a Curriculum Wall in the Office Area which shows the direction our units of inquiry will 
follow. This will be updated annually as we follow a two year cycle to ensure all of the transdisciplinary themes are covered. 
 
Since these ideas relate to the world beyond the school, students see their relevance and connect with it in an engaging and 
challenging way. Students who learn in this way begin to reflect on their roles and responsibilities as learners and become 
actively involved with their education. All students will come to realise that a unit of inquiry involves them in an in-depth 
exploration of an important idea, and that the teacher will collect evidence of how well they understand that idea. They will 
expect to be able to work in a variety of ways, on their own and in groups, to allow them to work to their best advantage. 
 

At the heart of the PYP Philosophy is a commitment to structured Inquiry as the leading vehicle for learning. Inquiry is the 
process initiated by the students or the teacher that moves the students from their current level of understanding to a new 
and deeper level of understanding.  

The students at Mt. Macedon Primary School will approach Inquiry in a variety of ways:  

• Exploring, wondering and questioning 
• Experimenting and playing with possibilities 
• Making connections between previous learning and current learning 
• Making predictions and acting purposefully to see what happens 
• Collecting data and reporting findings

 

 
• Clarifying existing ideas and reappraising perceptions of events 
• Deepening understanding through the application of a concept 
• Making and testing theories 
• Researching and seeking information 
• Taking and defending a position 
• Solving problems in a variety of ways. 



In the process the student will: 

• Gain knowledge that is relevant and of global significance  
• Develop an understanding of concepts, which allows them to make connections throughout their learning  
• Acquire transdisciplinary and disciplinary skills  
• Develop attitudes that will lead to international-mindedness  
• Take action as a consequence of their learning.  

 
 
Five Essential Elements of the PYP 

Concepts, Knowledge, Skills, Attitudes and Action  

Concepts 

Eight broad concepts and powerful ideas propel the research units, called Units of Inquiry. Developing an understanding of 

concepts will allow them to make connections throughout their learning. 

• Form: What is it like? 

• Function: How does it work? 

• Causation: Why is it like it is?   

• Change: How is it changing? 

• Connection: How is it connected to things? 

• Perspective: What are the points of view? 

• Responsibility: What is our responsibility? 

• Reflection: How do we know? 
 

Skills:  

There are five sets of skills that are acquired throughout all disciplines: 

• Thinking Skills 



• Communication Skills  

• Social Skills 

• Research Skills 

• Self-management skills 
Attitudes: 

Attitudes are an important part of connecting with the world and developing international-mindednesss. The PYP promotes 

and fosters a set of attitudes that includes: 

• Tolerance 

• Respect 

• Integrity 

• Independence 

• Enthusiasm 

• Empathy   

• Curiosity 

• Creativity 

• Co-operation 

• Confidence 

• Commitment 

• Appreciation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Action: 
Mt. Macedon students are encouraged to take positive social action as a part of the PYP. They are taught to reflect on 
themselves as learners, and as responsible members of the wider community. Action in the PYP is initiated by the student 
as a result of the learning process. Action extends the student’s learning or may have wider social impact depending on the 
age of the student. Action may take different forms and may be taken by an individual or by a group of students. 
Responsible action may occur through caring for our environment or raising money for a cause. It may also be 
demonstrated through a sense of responsibility and respect for self, others and the environment. 
 
Please visit the IBO website for further information. http://www.ibo.org 
 
 

http://www.ibo.org/

