MOUNT MACEDON
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Care - Create - Collal S

ot ‘3 s

Issue 17 Tuesday 15" June 2026

Important Term Dates

TdBLE OF CONTENTS T
erm2
PrINCIPALS REPOIT June -
22" + 23 Pgrent Teacher Interviews
STUDENT REPORTER 24 Yr 6 Exhibition

25" Yr 5 visit to Gisborne Secondary College

IB PYP UPDATE
WELLBEING Term 3

July
COMMUNITY NEWS

27" Yr 4/5/6 Students Man Cave or Big Sister
SIBNIFICANT DATES 28" School Council Meeting @ 7.30pm
29" 100 days of school (prep celebration)

August

14" District Basketball (selected students)
19" District Athletics (selected students)
25" School Council Meeting

FOS Events 31t District Hot Shots Tennis (selected students)
September
" 14" — 17" Production
Lantern Parade June 17 17 District T20 Cricket (selected students)

Father's Day Event Friday 4™ September

Term4

12— 16" Whole School Swimming Program
16 October — Full loaded softball — selected students

Meetings
Tuesday 21° July 7.30pm

November 3 Cup Day Public Holiday

December
12" Foundation BBQ Dinner
Yr1/2 &Yr 2/3 Sleepover camp




Principal’s Report

Hello everyone!

| hope everyone has been able to stay dry this week! It’s been a cold and wet one with the exception of
yesterday and last night for our Lantern Parade and Light Festival!

Lantern Parade and Light Festival: Last night’s Lantern Parade and Light Festival was one of the most
incredible school events | have been to in a very long time. To see such creativity on display was amazing.
The hard work of the students to create all of the wonderful light installations we saw was evident, as was
the amazing support given to them by Mrs. Rowena Glenister and Mr. Daniel Garcia, our Art and DigiTech
teachers. A huge thank you to FOS and all of the volunteers who helped make the night a success!

Mid-year Feedback Survey: Our Mid-year Feedback Survey is up and open on Compass. Check your news
feeds for the link to the simple, two-question survey that helps us add your voice to our strategic and day-to-
day planning of school operations. You can access the survey through your Compass news feed, or via the
following link: https://mountmacedonps-
vic.compass.education/Records/User.aspx?displaylnsightsCycleld=7

Working Bee Success! Last Friday, our Building and Grounds subcommittee of our School Council held a
working bee here at school. It was so wonderful to see so many parents giving up their time to help work on
our school grounds. The jobs completed included, leaf litter clearing, pruning and weeding. A big thank you
to Pia and all the parents who came along to help!

Cross Country Superstar: A huge congratulations to Aston from grade 4 who competed in the Regional
Cross Country competition on Monday. Aston placed in the top twenty which is a huge achievement! Well
done Aston, you’re a superstar!

Semester 1 Reports: Semester 1 progress reports will be available tomorrow afternoon (Friday 19" of June)
via Compass. This semester you will notice a lack of written comments regarding your child’s progress. This
is in line with the industrial action taken by the AEU earlier this year. Your child’s report will include
progression assessments against the Victorian Curriculum and across academic areas such as Literacy and
Numeracy as well as behaviour and attitudes towards school and attendance data. Information on how to
read your child’s report and how to access them will go home tomorrow afternoon coinciding with the
release of all Semester 1 reports.

Parent-Teacher Meetings: Mid-year Parent-Teacher Meetings can now be booked for next Monday and
Tuesday evenings. Bookings are available from 3:40pm through to 6:00pm and run for ten minutes. These
meetings are a chance to discuss your child’s academic progress for terms 1 and 2. Bookings can be made
through the ‘Conferences’ area of Compass. If you need a hand making a booking, please do not hesitate to
give us a call and we can help you through it.

Another big congratulations: A huge congratulations to former MMPS Teacher and Tutor Learning Initiative
Leader Helen Burgess who was recently celebrated for 45 years of service to the Victorian Government
Teaching Service. Helen has been a valued member of the MMPS staff for decades and this
acknowledgement is incredibly impressive! Well done Helen!

We are heading straight towards the end of term, | hope people are looking after themselves and taking every
chance they can to rest up during this dark and wet winter.

Thanks, Joe.



https://mountmacedonps-vic.compass.education/Records/User.aspx?displayInsightsCycleId=7
https://mountmacedonps-vic.compass.education/Records/User.aspx?displayInsightsCycleId=7

Student Reporter

What’s On at MMPS this week:

Yr 5 GSC visit

On the 25th of June, the Grade 5’s are heading to Gisborne Secondary College to see and experience how
a high school works. Last time we went we all had a lot of fun, it was great to run around from one class to
the next, it was one of my favourite things of Grade 5’s.

Duneira

On the 16th of June, we had our Duneira Excursion. We all walked up Mount Macedon, as we were going
to see the amazing art gallery. They began by telling us about Duneira's history up on the Mount. Did you
know, Duneira's primary purpose was to help transport tonnes of wood throughout the whole of
Australia?

Subsequently, we headed into the main room, where | met a huge group of astounding paintings made by
famous artists. We also had to make a report on our favourite artwork, personally, my favorite was Over
the Rooftops. We then had lunch at their café, which was a cozy little cottage just up from the huge
driveway, before we headed back to school.

STEM

During STEM this week we made our own recycled paper out of old newspapers, we did this by soaking
the shredded up newspaper in water and dolloping the paper pulp onto a sponge sheet where we then
squeezed the water out of it then we let it dry.

Pancake day

Last Friday on the 12th of June, the junior school councils held pancake day. Every 3 pancakes costed 1
dollar, and in total we ended up raising $243 dollars. the money you raised will go to the energy
breakthrough billykart race where you build the kart and then race from the 18-22 of November

Written by Hunter Hedger
District Netball

On Monday the 15th of June, some of the 5’s and 6’s went down to Melton to play netball. This year we
got netball dresses for the girls and shirts for different purposes. The boys and girls played four games
and had a lot of fun playing and finding their favourite positions. Sadly, we didn’t win any games but |
think we won by having fun.

I would like to thank Primrose's Mum and Grandma, Prue and Marg, for coming down to Melton and
coaching the girls. Also, Mrs Stone and Catherine for helping the boys. | think they did a great job and
gave everyone a chance to choose a position they enjoyed. | think everyone really enjoyed the day.

Written by Vika and Yash.
Mud

Now, | understand that, as a kid, you want to head down to the oval as the bell for lunchtime rings, but
our cleaners have to work overtime, scraping the mud from the floor, which not only makes the class look
bad, but stinks! We are kindly reminding students to make sure their play at recess and lunchtime does
notinclude going near any mud or muddy puddles.



District Netball Photos




IB PYP - PE

M

A fantastic achievement goes to Ovie in foundation, for competing in the AusCycling BMX State
Series. Racing in the Sprockets 5 and Under Boys division against 19 participants from across
Victoria, Ovie placed 4th in his opening race before going on to finish 1st in both his second and
third races. In his final race, Ovie demonstrated outstanding resilience and determination after a
heavy crash left him with an injured leg. He bravely got back on his bike, continued pedalling and
almost caught the leading group. Well done, Ovie on your incredible effort, and keep up the
fantastic work!

A big congratulations to Aston in Grade 4, who proudly represented our school at the Western
Metropolitan Primary Cross-Country Region Finals in Keilor this week. Aston finished in the top 20
of his age group, a phenomenal achievement that reflects his dedication, perseverance and hard
work. We are incredibly proud of his efforts, determination and the outstanding way he
represented our school throughout his cross-country journey. Well done, Aston, on this fantastic
accomplishment!



IB PYP - PE Regional Cross Country

On Monday the 15th of June | had regional cross country.

There were about sixty people in my race, it was the top ten that made it to state. | was
competing in the 2 km run.

I was the only person from our school and was really nervous.

We had to go to a table and get our number then pin it on our shirt. | had never run on this

course before so when the race started people were already in front of me, so | knew where the
track was.

Atthe end | came so close to making it, but | still had fun and there is always next year.

Aston Maxwell

Sawuiila
7 ?—46\‘;— = filire.

: vorSox oIS

MACEDON [
MARY SCHOoy, |



IB PYP

Our inquiry unit is Sharing the Planet. We have
been learning about the ways that our waste can
impact the planet, and what we can do to help.
We have looked at how different materials can be
recycled. We took action by writing a letter to the
Macedon Ranges Shire Council asking them for
some big 10c container deposit bags that we can
use for events such as the school fete and neon
disco. We were very excited when we got the
bags! '
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Student Wellbeing Leaders
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Resilience project
This week in the vesilience project we drew graphs
of our pleasant and unpleasant emotions, the line in
the middle being no emotion at all and
undemeathe the line being unpleasant and above
i pleasant. we all made one of our day and. i+ was
vreally fun +o express our emotions in a different way

Hhan vsual.
The thoughts of: Hugo
1. What are \you grateful for?
. ' A.This amaging school!

Q2. What is your favorite thing you leamt in
Wwellbeing this year!

A.The glimmer lesson!



Lunch Club

Last month, one of our Foundation students approached us with the idea of starting a
Drawing Club. We were delighted to support this initiative, and since then, students of all
ages have been welcome to join us in the library every Tuesday after lunch.

During each session, large sheets of paper are spread across the tables, providing children
with the opportunity to create artwork that is unique to them. This week, we introduced a
guided "How to Draw" activity. Students shared their ideas and voted on what they would
like to learn to draw. Some children chose to participate in the guided activity, while others
continued working on their own creative projects.

One of the highlights of Drawing Club has been watching students encourage one another,
admire each other’s work, and offer genuine kindness and support. It has been wonderful to
see friendships forming across year levels, along with the pride students take in sharing
their creativity.

We have also been carefully keeping the artwork, with plans to display it around the school
in the future. This will provide an opportunity to celebrate our student’s creativity and allow
them to proudly share their work with their families.

Each session finishes with plenty of smiles, and many students enthusiastically volunteer to
help with the clean-up.

We look forward to continuing Drawing Club next term and welcome any students who
would like to join us every Tuesday after lunch.

A big thank you to Amber spending her lunch break running this club!




Department of Education - Little Anglers Kits

The Victorian Government is committed to increasing the number and diversity of people fishing and
enjoying Victoria’s local seafood, growing healthy and sustainable fisheries sectors and contributing
to Victoria’s social and economic prosperity. This is why the Victorian Government distributed 95,000
Little Angler kits to primary aged students in 20 23/24, via the Victorian Fisheries Authority, as part of
a $1.5M election commitment, funded via the sale of Victorian recreational fishing licences, i.e.
funded by recreational fishers.

The aim of this election commitment was to continue to grow recreational fishing participation in
Victoria, by actively encouraging primary school aged children to learn more about the art of fishing,
marine life and the natural environment. Encouraging children to be outside and active aligns with
whole of Victorian Government initiatives underway to optimise health, wellbeing, connectedness
and inclusiveness in Victoria.

Following the successful implementation of the commitment, the Victorian Government will run the
program again in 2026, via the Victorian Fisheries Authority, offering 82,500 Little Angler kits to
primary school children in 2026.

The FREE kits provide a wonderful school holiday activity for children with their families and help
ease the cost of living, providing a fun activity close to home.

Grade 5 students at all Victorian schools, including ours, will be offered the opportunity to receive a
FREE Little Angler Kit. Grade 5 students have been selected based on the Victorian Curriculum focus,
movement and motor development, and safety considerations.

The program is entirely voluntary. Schools were provided with the option to opt out of the program.
Our school has opted to stay in the program so that parents can decide whether they want their
child(ren) to receive a fishing kit.

Opt out

Parents of Grade 5 students can advise the school if they do not wish their child(ren) to participate for
any reason whatsoever. We support parents in making decisions that align with their family values
and beliefs.

Receiving kits

The roll out of kits will occur in August 2026 so that all participating children will have a kit in time for
the September school holidays.

The kits include a rod, reel with line, tackle tray, some tackle (including fishing hooks and lead-free
sinkers) and information on how to use them to catch a fish. The tackle tray will be wrapped in
cardboard and placed inside a pocket inside the fishing kit bag, which will be sealed with a cable tie
to discourage students from opening their kits until they are with a parent or carer. The kits will also
have a safety label attached to the outside of the kit bag, recommending that students wait to open
the kits until they are under the care and supervision of an adult.

Kits will be handed out to students to take home with them as soon as the school receives them.
Teachers will tell students not to open the kits until they are safely at home with a parent or carer,
however parents can contact the school and request to collect their kit from the school themselves if
they prefer.

More information
Forinstructional videos and online resources about where and how to fish, visit the Little Angler hub.



https://vfa.vic.gov.au/recreational-fishing/go-fishing-victoria/little-angler-kit
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Wominjeka - Welcome
WUrUnDJErt Wol Wurrung CULTUraL Herirase ABOriginaL corrorarion
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26" January - Australia Day Key Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Dates
17 February - Lunar New Year (Chinese & Vietnamese) 215t March — National Close the Gap Day

2" March - Holi Festival 26" May - National Sorry Day

27t May - 3 June — Reconciliation Week
25" April - ANZAC Day | Mabo b
une — Mabo Day

May - Australians Biggest Morning Tea July — NAIDOGC Week

11-15* August - Bullying No Way, National Week of

August - National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day

Action August - International Day of the Worlds Indigenous Peoples
August — Daffodil Day September (First Wednesday) — Indigenous Literacy Day
L A 4

2008 Heallff. ¢ (1/elllpes

Events Calendar

8-14 June World Men's Health Week
14 June world Blood Donor Day, 5
15 June World Elder Abuse Awarness Day ﬂ
14-20 June National Refugee Week
27 June -3 July World Allergy Week

Acknowledgement of Country

written by 2024 student leaders Lenny, Ava, Cienna & Henry

Wominjeka, Welcome.

At Mount Macedon Primary School, we would like to acknowledge the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin Nation, the traditional
custodians of the land, where our school stands. The Wurundjeri people believe Bunjil the eagle, created the people, the
animals, the land and the waterways. We are grateful that they cared for this land, and we commit to continuing its care and
to learn and grow here with our kir-rip, friends. We pay our respect to Elders, past and present, and acknowledge their
ongoing connection to biik, Country.

Nagujin, thank you.

K?j@w CLOSING THE KNOWLEDGE GAP
Y © U R ABOUT FIRST NATIONS HISTORY AND
C ® UNTRY CULTURE STARTS AT SCHOOL
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https://www.wurundjeri.com.au/

